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David’s Page   
 

Being Godly in a divided world 

We live in a world today where there are many issues which 
cause hot debate and often these controversies lead to 

schism, division, abuse and hatred.  We sometimes think 

that this is something new, but it isn’t.  It has been 

happening since the beginning of human society.  Indeed, it 

is the seed of division that Satan first sowed in the hearts of 

Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden which, by the time of 
the first century Christian Church was rife in the world.  But, 

how could the church be Christ-like then, and how can we be 

likewise in our age of Pandemic Covid-19, Brexit and Identity Politics? 

 

One of the presenting issues which caused heated debate for those early Christians is 

highlighted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 8.  “Now about food sacrificed to idols:…” (v1).  Were 

the followers of Jesus allowed to eat food that, before it was sold on the market stall, had 
been used in pagan sacrificial ritual?  Or, was the eating of such food an act of idolatry? 

 

The opponents in the debate, Paul calls the weak and the strong.  On one side, there were 

those with a strong conscience who were theologically well educated.  They knew that the 

idols had no power and, thus, had no problem about eating such food, and in this they were 

right.  But, they had little respect for their opponents, the weak and bullied them 
intellectually.  The strong had the knowledge, but lacked love.  Whilst it was the opposite 

for those with a weak conscience, who were probably recent converts and who were 

anxious to be faithful to God in every way.  Thus, they wouldn’t even touch food of this 

type.  In their case, their passion for God needed to be deepened by good teaching.  Paul’s 

observation is that the strong need more gentleness and the weak more understanding. 

 
These two timeless truths should guide us in being Christlike in our divided world today.  

Firstly, consciences must be respected, but they are not infallible.  They need to be 

educated, not shouted down.  We must never trample on people’s consciences.  And, 

secondly, love limits liberty.  Our conscience, educated by the Word of God in the power of 

the Holy Spirit, gives us great freedom of action.  Yet, this does not allow us to express our 

freedom by oppressing others.  Knowledge gives freedom, but love limits it. 

 
“Now about food sacrificed to idols: we know that we all possess knowledge.  Knowledge 

puffs up, but love builds up.”  (1 Corinthians 8: 1) 

 

It is right to seek God’s truth, but in our words and actions we need always to apply them 

with love, so as not to cause division and hatred, but to allow for growth in understanding 

and unity in the church, and in the wider world. 
Revd David Page 



After 14 years as the Minister with pastoral responsibility for Ettiley Heath, David will cease 
to be in this role from 1 September.  On behalf of the Mission Area and the Circuit, we want 
to say how grateful we are for his ministry among us and for the leadership he has shown, 
particularly at Ettiley Heath.  David will of course remain a familiar presence locally at St 
Peter’s and with Churches Together.  Thank you David and may God continue to bless you 
in your ministry. 
 

 

New Ways to Worship 
 
Trying to find new ways to conduct our Sunday morning worship has been a challenge in 
these uncertain and difficult times.  Except those exact challenges have forced us to re-
evaluate the way we have traditionally done worship for many years and look for new ways 
to come together and engage with the people of Sandbach. 
 
When it became clear in late March that meeting together as usual on Sunday mornings 
wouldn’t be safe our focus shifted to how we could still continue to worship as a church? 
Well the answer came in the form of a mobile phone and an Xbox gaming microphone.  
 

 
 
 



For the last five months on a Friday evening we’ve had to put the microphone on dad which 
if you want to picture this it’s what you might call a “Houston we have a problem” 
microphone and record his part of each weeks service.   
After this the Bible readings are recorded and with musical contributions each week from a 
host of people including; Rob Glassonbury, Viv Evans, Tim Cooke and Karen Foster; this 
leaves everything just needing to be edited together. 
 
Using a piece of software called Audacity, the service is produced ready for Sunday 
morning.  The time taken on this part of the process can greatly depend on the quality of 
the content that I’m editing such as the week where the microphone wasn’t plugged in 
properly or the time when the neighbour’s dog barked consistently throughout the 
prayers. 
 
Many of you have probably been listening each week via Soundcloud which is an online 
platform which to be honest is usually used by budding singers and musicians trying to get 
noticed and ultimately signed professionally.  For us however it is a simple way of making 
the Sunday service recordings readily accessible to many of us. 
 
Through a strange twist of fate we might have found a new way to connect with the wider 
community in a modern world.  Due to fact that most people have access to podcasts 
through their phone or laptop means their popularity has skyrocketed in the last few years 
with over seven million people a week listening to at least one in the UK.  Each week we get 
around 100 plays and our overall total stands at over 2,500.  
 
We hope you continue to listen each week and thank you for all the positive feedback we 
have received.  If you would like to listen on Soundcloud then please follow the link: 
https://soundcloud.com/nathaniel-tresise  
 
Details of how to listen on your landline phone are available in the following article in this 
Link. 

Nathaniel Tresise 

https://soundcloud.com/nathaniel-tresise


Worshipping together on Zoom, Soundcloud and 
over the phone 
 
Once a fortnight on Sunday mornings at 10:30am, we are holding a service on Zoom; it 
lasts about 50 minutes and is an opportunity to see one another and worship together. 
 
For those who do not have internet access, you can ring in and listen and take part in the 
service by ringing on your landline or mobile phone: 
Just before 10:30am, dial: 020 3695 0088  
Meeting ID: 846 6388 3875 #  
Participant ID: # 
Meeting Password: 364966 # 
 
For those online, the Zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84663883875?pwd=d2Q3OWM0Wk5EVHIxWUJ1VmdYQUo5Q
T09  
Meeting ID: 846 6388 3875 
Passcode: 364966 
 
The next Zoom service will be on Sunday 6 September at 10:30am when we celebrate the 
new Methodist year together with the message given by Revd Helen Kirk.   
 
On the weeks when there is no Zoom service, the same telephone number / Zoom link 
above will allow you to hear the pre-recorded Soundcloud service at 10:30am along with 
any others who join.  For those online, this 30 minute act of worship is available any time 
on Soundcloud.  This can be found via the usual link: 
www.soundcloud.com/nathaniel-tresise   
 
And finally, every Saturday morning at 9:30am, we hold our weekly prayer meeting.  This 
lasts about 20 minutes. 
 
To access on your landline or mobile phone: 
Just before 9:30am, dial: 020 3695 0088  
Meeting ID: 240 209 483 #  
Participant ID: # 
Meeting Password: 426301 # 
 
For those online, the Zoom link is: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/240209483?pwd=ekdJTk5LZ2t1Z2hnaHIzd3hPZEt1dz09   
Meeting ID: 240 209 483 
Meeting password: 7cnijY 
 
Even without our buildings, there are still many ways in which we can worship God 
together. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84663883875?pwd=d2Q3OWM0Wk5EVHIxWUJ1VmdYQUo5QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84663883875?pwd=d2Q3OWM0Wk5EVHIxWUJ1VmdYQUo5QT09
http://www.soundcloud.com/nathaniel-tresise
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/240209483?pwd=ekdJTk5LZ2t1Z2hnaHIzd3hPZEt1dz09


Unity Methodist Church 
                                                                                        
On 1 September, Sandbach’s newest church, Unity Methodist Church (UMC) comes into 
being.  Unity Methodist Church (UMC) is formed from the merger of Sandbach Methodist 
Church (Wesley Avenue), Sandbach Heath Methodist Church and Wheelock Methodist 
Church. 
 
The mission statement of the Methodist Church nationally reads as follows: 
“The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and to 
live out its discipleship in worship and mission. 
 
It does this through: 
Worship - The Church exists to increase awareness of God’s presence and to celebrate 
God’s love.     
Learning and Caring - The Church exists to help people to grow and learn as Christians, 
through mutual support and care. 
Service - The Church exists to be a good neighbour to people in need and to challenge 
injustice. 
Evangelism - The Church exists to make more followers of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Unity Methodist Church will work towards this by: 

 offering contemporary all-age worship and courses exploring faith, like the Alpha course 

 offering a more targeted approach to our work alongside children and young families – 
building on the good relationships we already have with many young families 

 working in partnership with others to provide care for the socially isolated and to 
engage more effectively with them 

 
Our three existing sites will continue to be used for a variety of purposes with plans to 
develop the Wheelock site as a hub for children and family work – named New 
Horizons@UMC; developing the Sandbach Heath site as a community space for both faith 
and community activities – named The Welcome@UMC;  to continue a weekly traditional 
act of worship at Wesley Avenue named Wesley@UMC (when Covid-19 permits!), as well 
as continuing to host the Sandbach foodbank, Lifeline debt advice and the various faith 
and community group activities in the Wesley Centre. 
 
Further details of our church activities and services are now available on our new church 
website:  www.unitymethodistchurchsandbach.org. 
 
Please “like” our new Facebook page: facebook.com/UnityMethodistChurchSandbach 
where you will find all our up to date news and posts on our most recent activities and 
services.  This will include details of how and when to access our fortnightly services on 
Zoom and weekly short audio act of worship via Soundcloud. 
 
Revd Jeremy Tresise                              email: revjeremy.unitymc@gmail.com  

http://www.unitymethodistchurchsandbach.org/
http://facebook.com/UnityMethodistChurchSandbach
mailto:revjeremy.unitymc@gmail.com


Unity Methodist Church – ways to give 
 

Ways to give after 1 September 2020: 

•    Set up a standing order 

•    Make an online payment 

•    Use weekly collection envelopes 

•    Cheque payment (make out to Unity Methodist Church) 

For bank details, where to send cheques or for a set of collection envelopes contact 

Rosemary by email: rosemary.unitymc@gmail.com 

For General Information contact Ann, the Finance Steward, on ann.unitymc@gmail.com 

 

 

Re-opening of our buildings 
 

A number of people have been asking, when will our buildings be operational again?  It 

seems appropriate to explain the current situation.  The Government has said it will be in 

order to resume worship, with a number of social distancing measures in place.  However, 

there are other conditions which need to be borne in mind.  Each Church Council has to 

agree and implement a Covid-19 Risk Assessment.  This Risk Assessment is a legal 

requirement.  Even though our buildings may look spotless, it will be necessary to sanitise 

frequently used surfaces such as door handles, light switches, toilets, kitchen and vestry; 

we are not allowed to sing and face masks must be worn throughout unless there are 

medical reasons to prevent it.  Those attending worship will be encouraged to leave the 

building once the service is over, with no possibility of socialising over a cup of tea or coffee 

and biscuits!  A register of people present must be kept, in case it becomes necessary to 

contact them all in the event of someone developing Covid-19.  We need to keep doors and 

windows open as much as possible during a service and a one-way system needs to be in 

operation.  Given these and other limitations, it seems preferable to continue with our 

fortnightly Zoom services, at least until some of these precautions are lifted. 

 

So far as our other rooms are concerned, similar conditions apply, but the work of 

sanitising every chair and table, as well as the door handles, toilets, and kitchen after each 

use of a room creates a huge task.  Many volunteer caretakers are in the “high risk” 

category (mainly due to their ages) and are therefore not able to perform their duties.  Our 

buildings therefore are to remain largely unoccupied (apart from the operation of the 

Foodbank) until these restrictions are eased or a Church Council votes to open them under 

the conditions outlined in this article.  Let’s all hope and pray that restrictions will be able 

to be eased sooner rather than later!   

 
 

mailto:rosemary.unitymc@gmail.com
mailto:ann.unitymc@gmail.com


News from Elworth 
 
Following Jeremy’s request for pictures of our garden you will see from the latest picture 
below that my spare time is spent knitting and not gardening.  These are all new characters 
to be added to Godfrey Gadabout who appeared in the last copy of Link and will be used to 
hopefully raise funds at a future date.  However we do need to get back to ‘normal’ soon or 
we will need a bigger house to store them all.                            Jean Ellershaw 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

News from The Church on Ettiley Heath 
 
Over the past months, all our lives have changed completely as we have had to come to 
terms coping with the effects of Covid-19.  I guess one of the biggest changes for most of 
us has been not being able to meet together in our churches to share worship and prayer 
which seems completely alien for those of us of the older generation; never in our wildest 
dreams could we have imagined such a happening, especially in the 21st Century.  
However, it being the 21st Century has meant that we have lots of new technology to help 
us achieve new goals and opportunities to do things differently. 
 
Keeping in touch with loved ones, both families and friends, has been challenging for the 
older generation, some not having smartphones, ipads and computers but, lots have 
persevered and become proficient with the new technology.  We have all adapted to doing 
things differently.  Shopping habits have changed dramatically; ordering the weekly shop 
online for home delivery has been well received by many.  I certainly do not plan to stand in 
a supermarket queue ever again, just love sitting and ordering online.  This gives one the 



opportunity of meeting new people each week when the delivery arrives and spending a 
few minutes chatting to them about their lives and how they are coping. 
 

One of the good things to come out of the pandemic has been neighbours and 
communities coming together to help each other.  Jesus would have loved this.  Long may 
these new beginnings continue.  Neighbours have become part of one’s family; helping 
each other has become the norm and passing by on the other side (Luke 10: 30-37) 
hopefully has gone out of the window. 
 

During lockdown I felt truly blessed to be able to retreat into the garden; a place of peace 
and tranquillity, somewhere to get lost in God’s love for our planet.  Thoughts and prayers 
went out to all those people and families with young children stuck in high rise flats with 
maybe only a small balcony to escape to and others with nothing but the four walls of a 
room to look at, day in, day out, it must have been awful for some families.  We are so 
lucky in this area to have beautiful countryside on our doorstep.  More people seem to have 
become aware of nature and the awesome world in which we live.  There have been 
sunsets and cloud formations to blow one’s mind because of less air pollution.  The dawn 
chorus seemed louder as even the birds were rejoicing in the peace and quiet of God’s 
creation without aircraft and traffic noise. 
 

Edna Lawton 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Psalm 42 
 
As we cannot meet within our Life Groups (house groups) at the moment in Haslington and 
Winterley, new ways have been found to keep our fellowship alive.  Our Tuesday Life 
Group and the Men’s Wednesday life group have been looking at the Psalms each week 
and this is one of the Psalms we would like to share with you. 
 
The Psalms were gathered together in five books nobody knows when.  Psalm 42 is the 
first Psalm of Book Two.  Written by the sons of Korah who were chosen by David to be 
choir leaders and temple musicians.  They remained faithful to God after Korah led a revolt 
against Moses and was killed (Numbers 16:1-35). 
 
This Psalm seems relevant to today when we are feeling down maybe discouraged, maybe 
full of despair.  The Psalm says ‘Why are you cast down’? and perhaps we have asked the 
same thing. We may have days like this it may drag into weeks.  There may be days when 
we are not at our best physically.  
 
V1-3 there may seem a great need in these verses a distancing from God, a great need for 
communion and conversation with God which becomes an absolute necessity. 
 



He was not thirsty for water, he was thirsty for God.  He longed to go to the Tabernacle to 
seek God.  We long to return to our churches.  Praising God is something that we don’t 
have to wait to do.  
 
The tears could be demonstrations of grief because they have been away from God.  To 
make problems worse people will say ‘Where is your God’ in the situation we are in now. 
 
We can say where are your eyes, where is your sight (Spurgeon).  People are doing some 
wonderful things out there in the world at the moment.  People coming together to help 
fellow man. 
 
Moving on, the Psalmist remembers happier times which made him sadder.  But the 
Psalmist confronted his feelings and challenged them and brought them before God.  We 
will come through this because we have before.  There is nothing we can do about our 
present situation and there may be reasons for discouragement but there are many more 
reasons for hope 
 

What reason do we have to be cast down?  What reason do we have to be disquieted? 
 

So what is the cure for all this?  HOPE IN GOD.  We have a secure future in Jesus.  The best 
is yet to come.  The psalmist says ‘I shall yet praise Him’.  Don’t waste your time, praise 
Him now. 
 

When you get discouraged that is the time to praise Him.  No matter how you feel or what 
your circumstances are, praise Him and you will see that He is smiling. 
 

God Bless. 
Wendy Cain 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Linda’s Life Group (Haslington) 
 
Hello to everyone in these very strange times, and a time when we have felt isolation like 
no other, especially those of us living on our own.  In our group Andrew, Robina, Ellen, 
Pauline and myself (Linda) are all in this situation, but of course, we are not on our own.  
 
This is where groups like our Life Group are such a support to us all. In the early days, 
before meeting in our gardens was permissible, we became victims of the electronic world.  
Having tried several different platforms, we have all now learnt how to connect with Zoom 
(I think more by the grace of God than our own skills), so each week we have chatted, 
shared tips on how to get hold of Pasta, Toilet Rolls and Hand Wash; who would have 
thought these would have been the ‘sought after products of 2020’.  
 



 
Jane has been great leading us spiritually; helped by her son, we have undertaken quizzes 
varying from Genesis through to Revelations and even looked at similarities between 
different religions.  This has generated interesting discussions on all topics Biblical and for 
that we Thank You Jane and Mark.  Thanks also to Jane who has been very busy and made 
us all masks.  
 
Over the weeks that we have been allowed to meet in our gardens, we have enjoyed 
fellowship with Robina, Andrew, Ellen, Jane, Pauline and myself.  These times have been so 
special as we could see each other properly, share coffee (sometimes biscuits or cake too) 
and have lots of virtual hugs.  We have missed our friends Elizma and Melissa who are 
unable to join us through family and work commitments.  
 

To be honest with you all, which we 
must because our Lord would want us 
be, we have had more than six 
attendees on most occasions as these 
two little bundles of fun (Teddie & 
Rosie) have joined us at each 
gathering, with their impeccable 
behaviour, but sadly very little 
improvement in their singing skills.  
You will see that although Teddie is 
the smaller of the two dogs, he insists 
on having the chair every week!  
 
We send our loving blessings to you all 
and look forward so much to being 
able to meet with everyone again in 
person, hopefully in the not too distant 
future. 

 
Linda 

 
 
 



Foodbank update 
 
The foodbank has continued to be busy over the past three months, especially providing 
small weekly parcels to between 13 and 16 families referred by the Primary schools who 
would normally get a free school meal, but because of lockdown the children weren’t at 
school.  We have also seen an increase in the number of referrals from other agencies, 
although not to such a large extent as at the start of lockdown, during March and April. The 
table below shows the comparison in the number of referrals last year and this. 
 

Month May June July 

2019 7 7 9 

2020 17 9 15 
 

Our weekly average currently stands at about 4½ for the year to date, which is a big jump 
compared to our average of about 2 parcels a week last year.  Anyway, enough statistics! 
 

In May we were blessed 
by the Round Table and 
Ladies Circle who did a 
house to house collection 
around Sandbach for us.  
The amount of stuff they 
collected was over-
whelming and kept us 
busy sorting for some 
time. 
 

As there was more than 
we needed we donated 
some to the Salvation Army in Crewe; Chance Changing Lives in Crewe; Middlewich 
foodbank; Cheshire Without Abuse in Crewe; and Asha and Sanctus - refugee charities in 
Stoke. 
 

In addition we helped Gandeys Circus to feed their 30 international performers, 
temporarily living in the area, who were unable to return home and getting no support 
from the British government, and we provided 49 bags of toiletries to the 49 asylum 
seekers who have been ‘housed’ at the Chimney House hotel. 
 

Over the school Summer holidays we will have packed and delivered 13 food parcels every 
week to families referred by schools because they may struggle otherwise to have enough 
food – again these are families who would in term time get a free school meal for the 
children. 
 



We continue to be blessed by generous donations of food and money and are very grateful 
to the volunteers who stepped in to help during the Covid-19 crisis, thank you everyone for 
your support especially at this difficult time. 

Karen Foster 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Methodist Prayer Manual 
 
Copies of the 2020 edition of the Prayer Manual are now available, price £4.15.  You’ll find 
it an invaluable source of information, both about the Church in this country, and also 
about Methodist groups worldwide.  (Did you know that there are Methodists in many of 
the former parts of the USSR - in North Africa - and even in North Korea - who need your 
prayers?)  Copies are obtainable from Bryan Glassonbury and Jayne Bunn.   
 

 

 

 
Lifeline Debt Advice 
 
Lifeline Debt Advice is pleased and grateful to acknowledge that they have received two 
grant awards recently. 
 
Lifeline Debt Advice received a grant of £300 from Sandbach Crosses Rotary and this will 
go towards our running costs such as training, postage, insurance and affiliation fees to 
Community Money Advice; all of which increase year on year.    
 
An application for a grant of £650 was made to Sandbach Town Council and this was 
successful.  This money will be used to purchase a mobile phone for use by volunteers in 
communicating with clients and creditors, and a new laptop for recording client 
information.  This project aims to use volunteers prior to clients being given an 
appointment with a fully trained debt adviser, thus making the best use of our resources. 
We hope in this way we will be able to help more people resolve their financial difficulties 
and make a new start. 
 
We are also very grateful for the funding we receive from Sandbach Baptist Church, St 
Peters C of E and Sandbach Methodist Church, and the services of our team of volunteers. 
 
Lifeline Debt Advice is based in the Wesley Centre.  If anyone would like to know more 
about our work, either to ask for help, or to join our volunteer team please contact the 
Centre Manager Rosemary centremanager@lifelinedebtadvice.co.uk or 01270 750358 

mailto:centremanager@lifelinedebtadvice.co.uk


 

News from Wheelock 
 

‘To open or not to open – that is the question?’ 

At the start of ‘lockdown’ we all wondered when we could return to worship together in our 

churches.  As the last issue of ‘Link’ went to print some churches opened for prayer and 

later for short acts of worship with or without Holy Communion. But we were discouraged 

from re-opening Methodist churches. 

 

As I wrote last time, many of us had settled into a routine of online or audio worship from a 

variety of sources.  The introduction of fortnightly Mission area ‘Zoom’ services which 

allow us to see and/or hear each other has been a popular option.   However some of our 

congregation do not have access to Online services and BBC radio services or Songs of 

Praise may not fill the void.   

 

Wheelock Church council was unanimous in agreeing to hold services again within the 

Government guidelines of social distancing, mask wearing and lots of sanitiser.  Preparing 

the Risk assessment was a daunting and ongoing task – it needs revising regularly.  

However on the morning of 9th August 22 members and friends met for worship led by 

Alan Pimlott.  All who attended agreed it was worthwhile and the close fellowship still 

tangible, even under the restrictive measures.  

 

At this time of year we would normally be planning for special Sundays such as Harvest 

festival, Armistice etc but who knows whether we will be able to hold such services.  If you 

watched the VJ commemorations recently, the imaginative rethinking of traditional 

services/concerts using outdoor spaces was wonderful.  It certainly gives lots of food for 

thought about new ways to worship.   

 

As we start a new Methodist year and become ‘Unity’ church we look forward to working 

together, perhaps in ways we haven’t thought of yet! 

Jayne Bunn 



Holiday Club 2020 - Online 
 

Earlier this year, it became apparent to some of our local church children’s workers that 

holding Holiday clubs in our buildings wasn’t going to be possible.  Scripture Union were 

encouraging Online holiday clubs and several of us joined their training session using Zoom 

to help us make plans. 

 

We agreed to follow the Scripture Union materal for this year titled ‘WonderZone’ – the 

meeting of Science and God as our Creator and Maker, particularly apt in this year where 

we constantly hear the phrase ‘following the Science’... 

 

We met several times via Zoom to plan the daily programmes and then had three filming 

sessions.  The first time was at Kathryn Davies’ farm at Broomhall (Kathryn is the family 

worker at Broomhall and Sound) and then at St Peter’s Church and hall. 

 

The half hour Youtube videos assembled afterwards were available over the internet every 

morning of the club.  Each day we considered part of God’s Wonderful creation – Space 

and the Universe; Animals; Light and Rainbows; Human beings and the difference between 

us and Robots.  A Bible story was told and then we had fun showing experiments such as 

how to make a volcano; find out our lung capacity or even use a robotic arm!  A daily 

workout kept us all fit and we had a memory verse (Psalm 139: 14) and theme song ‘God of 

Science’.  The daily craft was demonstrated before a prayer to close. 

 

An hour later we all logged onto Zoom and were able to see the craft creations made by 

the children using the resource pack we had delivered beforehand.  There was a chance to 

dress up each day as animals, wearing our favourite colours, craziest hats and becoming 

robots too.  A quiz or scavenger hunt involved all watchers before we finished by repeating 

the memory verse and sharing in prayer.  A final Sunday service is now available if you wish 

to catch up.  (Via Wesley Place Facebook page.) 

 

The numbers logging onto the live session were not as great as we had hoped but we can 

see that many more have watched the Youtube videos.  The Children’s workers are already 

planning to hold further Online Days, probably during the October Half-term. 

 

Jonny, Liz, Kathryn, Cathryn, Stephen and Jayne 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Romans 1:20 
 
Ever since God created the world, his invisible 
qualities, both his eternal power and his divine 
nature, have been clearly seen; they are 
perceived in the things that God has made.  
 
Betty and Pepper (Sarah Mason’s chickens) 
 
 
 
 
 



A moment in time 
 

62 years ago, I went to Crewe railway station with a free train ticket in my hand.  The 

destination which had been selected for me by my sponsor was Bletchley.  I did not know 

where that was or what to expect to find there. When I arrived I was picked up and 

delivered to RAF Cardington. 

 

All I knew was that this was the first day of my National Service, my contribution to the 

armed might of the UK, and my mission to safeguard the World. 

 

When any serviceman arrives on any station, his first responsibility is to ‘arrive’.  Now to 

paraphrase Descartes one could be forgiven for thinking ‘I am here therefore I have 

arrived’. 

 

However you soon realise that you have not actually arrived until you have gone through 

the ‘arrival’ process, which requires that a signature is obtained from the head of every 

department that you may or may not be associated with, such as accounts, supplies, etc. 

etc. 

 

One such department OC is the padre who has responsibility for the spiritual needs of such 

as me. 

 

At that time, you were only allowed a choice of four religious persuasions; Anglican, 

Roman Catholicism, Judaism or PMUB. 

 

PMUB (Presbyterian Methodist United Board) had a chaplain called ironically Revd Bishop, 

and during our brief interview he assured me that I would have good times and I would 

have bad times, but then he put his hand on mine and said, 

 

‘Never forget what a friend we have in Jesus’. 

 

It was the WE in his words that told me that everything was going to be fine.  I thought 

wow, the Group Captain Reverend Bishop with an armful of stripes and finery, and me, an 

unimportant ‘erk’ were a WE. 

 

That interview stayed with me throughout my service, in the Red Shield coffee shops (run 

by The Salvation Army), in the Chapel and the Church club in Germany and the invitation 

to the home of Revd Johnson our chaplain in Wildenrath, for coffee and chat. 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus. 

George Wood 



Shaping Peace Together 
 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God’ - Matthew 5:9 
 
Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September.  It 
is intended as a 24-hour period of non-violence and cease-fire.  This year the theme is 
“Shaping Peace Together”.  This year we have a common enemy - a tireless virus that 
threatens our health, security and way of life.  That is why the UN Secretary-General called 
for a global ceasefire. 
 
But there is more to peace than putting aside arms.  True peace depends on societies being 
inclusive, healthy and economically stable.  It requires a predictable climate, an unpolluted 
environment and solidarity across community lines. 
 
In this new era of social distancing, we may not be able to stand together physically.  But 
there are still things we can do from home to promote the ideals of the International Day of 
Peace: 
 
1. The UN wants to hear our thoughts on how to weather this storm, heal our planet and 

build peace.  Go to www.un75.online to take the one minute UN survey; 
 

2. Honour the ideals of International Peace Day by spreading compassion, kindness and 
hope by engaging in acts of kindness and solidarity. Marginalized communities suffer 
more than others from the pandemic’s effects. COVID-19-related hate speech and 
discrimination are on the rise, and even medical workers are being stigmatized. Speak 
up on social media -- using #UN75 and #PeaceDay – to challenge misconceptions and 
express support for those who need it; Research volunteering opportunities – to assist 
the most vulnerable members of society; And tell our political leaders to keep peace 
and human dignity front and centre as they fight the pandemic. 

 
3. Pray for peace: 

 
May your kingdom come. 
May fear strike no longer, let pain fade away. 
May earthly power be challenged, when it plunders the poor, and tramples on hope.  
 
God of peace, may your kingdom come.  
Help us to put away the weapons of war, help us destroy the tools of destruction. 
Let earthly power be challenged, when it plunders the poor, and tramples on hope.  
 
God of peace, may your kingdom come.  
Teach us to follow the ways of justice, teach us to walk the paths of truth. 
Let integrity challenge the power that plunders, when it tramples the poor and pours 
scorn on our hope.  

http://www.un75.online/


 
God of peace, may your kingdom come.  
Bring peace sweet as honey, bring peace like a shield,  
and may we be the challenge to earthly power that plunders and tramples on hope.  
God of peace, may your kingdom come.  Amen 

 
According to the Methodist Church website: Peace is a vocation and “our priorities include 
supporting community development and action for justice - especially among the most 
deprived and poor - in Britain and worldwide.” 
 
“Our world is scarred by violence and conflict. We believe that Christians have a 
responsibility to work for justice and peace.  By showing love to our neighbours, of 
whatever religion, belief, nationality or culture, and through mutual respect and the 
development of more equitable and just economic relationships, more people will enjoy 
peace and prosperity.” 
 
World week for peace in Palestine Israel also coincides with the International day of peace 
– 22 to 28 September.  Each year Churches from 25 countries around the world join 
together for a week of advocacy and action in support of an end to the illegal occupation of 
Palestine and a just peace for all in Palestine and Israel. Methodists have called for peace in 
Israel-Palestine for many years.  The situation facing ordinary Palestinians and Israelis is 
intolerable and the continued violence and suffering endured by all inhabitants of the Holy 
Land is a cause for great sorrow. 
 
Peacemaking lies at the heart of the biblical story, and remains a central Christian 
vocation, yet conflict remains inevitable.  Jesus called us to be peacemakers, both in terms 
of preventing bloodshed as well as building constructive links with God, ourselves and 
other people. 
 
There is a Justice and Peace group in Sandbach and if you are interested in issues relating 
to peace and justice send an email to karen.unitymc@gmail.com to find out how you can 
get involved.  Let us shape peace together. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

mailto:karen.unitymc@gmail.com
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An English Country Garden 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Linda Jones 


